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 GPSA Council Regular Meeting  
November 19, 2011  
9:00am – 12:00pm  
HSC Domenici West, Room 2112  
Media Site  
1) Roll Call  
2) Opening Business  
a) Approval of the Agenda  
b) Approval of the October 29, 2011 Minutes  
c) Approval of the November 07, 2011 Minutes  
d) Guest Speaker  
e) Gallery & Media  
3) Action Items  
a) Approval of Legislative Committee Members  
i) Legislative Finance Committee (LFC)  
ii) Legislative Steering Committee (LSC)  
b) Standing Committees  
i) Finance Committee  
(1) LFC Procedural Items  
(2) Appropriations  
ii) Steering Committee  
(1) LSC Procedural Items  
(2) Resolutions  
(a) FR‐11‐008: Bylaws: Representative Dworak, Law  
(b) FR‐11‐009: Bylaws: Representative Dworak, Law  
(c) FR‐11‐010: Bylaws: Representative Dworak, Law  
(d) FR‐11‐013: Resolution Against Increased Student Fees (Rec Center) 
(e) FR‐11‐014: Bylaws Amendment presented in October about deleting one month viewing period of bylaws 
4) Discussion Items  
a) FR‐11‐0##: Council sponsorship of legislative items 
b) FR‐11‐0##: Presentation of Finance Code edits 
5) Information Items  
a) Council Reports  
i) GPSA Council Chair Report  
ii) Legislative Standing Committee Reports  
(1) Finance Report & Budget Report  
(2) Steering Report  
b) Executive Reports  
i) GPSA President’s Report  
ii) Executive Standing Committee Reports  
iii) Executive Ad Hoc & University Committee Reports  
6) Representative Announcements  
a) Representative Documents  
7) Upcoming meeting dates  
Next Regular Meeting & Holiday Party 
December 3, 2011 
SUB Lobo A&B 
Reports Due: 11/24, 5pm  
8) Adjourn  
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GPSA Regular Council Meeting  
Minutes  
October 29, 2011 
HSC Domenici West, Room 2112 
 
PRESIDING OFFICER: Megan O’Laughlin, Council Chair  
REPRESENTATIVES: Representative Sheet Attached 
RECORDER / 
PARLIMENTARIAN: Bernadette Fontenelle / Patricia Roybal Caballero 
SPEAKERS & GUESTS: 
Jake Wellman, Board of Regents 
Dr. Chaouki T. Abdallah, Interim Provost & Executive VP for Academic Affairs 
Moira Gerety, IT Deputy CIO  
Mike Campbell, Director of PC Systems, University Hospital 
 
Agenda Items 
I.  ROLL CALL 
ACTION 
Meeting called to order by Chair Megan O’Laughlin at 9:23 A.M. Chair conducted roll call. 
Meeting has quorum. Point of order by Saliha Qasemi alternates recognize to vote today. 
Point of order by Michael.  
II.  OPENING BUSINESS 
    
ACTION 
• Todays’ agenda is accepted as amended without objection. Corbin amend agenda 
move discussion items to action items withdrew motion yet move to place Unoccupied 
Albuquerque under discussion item. Corbin move to strike ‘basic information from 
3(b)(iii). Motion accepted. Corbin point of order to second motion. Physics motion to 
item 3biii to 3a(first item). Motion passed. John motion to table action item 3b1. Point 
of order by Corbin. Agenda is approved.  
• Approval of the September 24, 2011 minutes is approved with amendments. Item 26, 
Adam motion to delete finance and add definition. Chair entertains motion to approve 
the minutes as amended. Majority rules and motion is passed. Point of order, what is 
the voting record, response is 3.  
• Jake Wellman, Board of Regents, discuss the nomination process for Board of 
Regents, a student is required to be part of Regents board. Discuss 3 strategic plans: 
1-master plan of facilities, 2- academic strategic plan, 3- budget and financial plans. 
Q&A with Representatives. 
• Dr. Chaouki T. Abdallah, Interim Provost & Executive VP for Academic Affairs 
discusses interdisplininary plan and budget.  Q&A with Representatives. 
• Gallery & Media, Moira Gerety, IT Deputy CIO reported on email messaging and 
calendaring evaluation team recommendations.  
• Megan McRoberts, Student Support & Advocacy, presented a discussion resolution 
item.  
 
Chair motion to break at 10:45 a.m. Meeting reconvene at 10: 51 a.m. Point of order by 
Corbin for discussion. Corbin ask to vote down. Main motion to recess failed.  
III.  ACTION ITEMS 
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 ACTION 
• EI-FR-11-011 Council/Executive Representative Allowance 2011-2012 (Rep. Rush, 
Nanoscience) Basic Information: Item to provide for action by Council to review 
Conflict of Interest policy. Representative made statements about this agenda item 
and was moved forward to on agenda. Motion to approve resolution. Shannon pointed 
out when thinking about this vote, think of structure based on last meeting 
development rather than personnel issues. Matt not to be a personnel issue rather an 
enactment of bylaw. Corbin concerns are keeping the bylaws as passed and are in 
favor of this resolution. Michael Verrilli is in favor of resolution and amend resolution 
let it be further resolved that those are exempt by resolution seriously considering 
stepping down one position to the other to better reflect the will of the council. 
Amendment discussion. Matt, Nano science, motion to amend this amendment. Open 
for discussion. Joe Dworak wants to keep Mikes’ amendment but remove the work 
“serious”.  Yield by Theresa. Y- 29, N- 9, A-2, motion 7 passes. Amendment is open 
for discussion. Jon Lee stated on amendment this is not an attack on dual individual 
who hold positions. Chair added clarification. Moses Winston does not see purpose of 
amendment. Justin agrees with Moses. Travis McIntyre wants to stay in both 
positions. Michael Verrilli commented further. Chair mention Conflict of Interest and 
Executive position have been approved for this year is noted about this item. Saliha 
Qasemi called a question on amendment 6. Yays have it. Call to question is passed. 
Move on to amend language of resolution. Y-13, N-25, A-1; motion fails. Corbin 
stated conflict of interest should be recorded in minutes. Question for chair, the 
judicial process. Point of information by Corbin. Scott retracts. Theresa called to 
question on main motion. Y-31, N-7, A-1; yays have it. Motion to approve resolution, 
A-6, N-4, and Yays has it. Resolution is adopted. 
 
Motion to recess til 11:30 a.m. Motion passed.  
Continue meeting 11:34.  
 
a. Approval of Legislative Committee Members-  
i. Legislative Finance Committee (LFC) - Member are: Joe Dworak, Paulette 
Blanco, Alex, Theresa Rogers, Michael Verrilli, Justin, Aleish Pintor. Point 
of order by Joe Dworak. Pointed to LFC on the spot Ilene, Vicky Wood and 
Stephanie Sample. Chair motion to approve LFC. Those approved for the 
committee abstained. Motion approved  
 
ii. Legislative Steering Committee (LSC) - Corbin ask for volunteers to form 
committee, previous committee left due to class schedules. Current 
committee members are: David, Julie, and Corbin. Chair entertains motion 
to approve steering committee based on current volunteers and verified. 
No discussion. 1 abstain Matthew Rush. Motion is approved.  
 
b. Standing Committee 
i. Finance Committee 
1. LFC Standing Rules and Procedural Items- Joe Dworak addressed this 
item with explanations. Standing rules have to be adopted by council. 
Item is discussed. Corbin motion to approve LFC Standing Rules. Matt 
motion to amend section 4, 12b. Open for discussion. Parliamentarian 
Patricia Roybal Caballero clarified standing rules concept. Matt calls 
question. Y-30. Motion to amend section 4, 12b, Y-21, N-16, A-2, yays 
have it, this will be removed. Back to main motion for discussion. Matt 
asks to amend section 5, IA, language, remove “must” and add 
“should”. Open for discussion. Shannon called to question. All in favor, 
A-2. Vote for amendment to change wording from “must” to “should”; 
Y-14, N-12, A-5. Amendment is passed.  Point of order. Motion to add 
Association in title. Motion passed. Point of Order by Joe Dworak 
explaining format. Main motion as amended. Motion passes with A-1. 
1. Appropriations, FA-11-05- Graduate Employees Together- Matt motion 
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to approve LFC recommendations. Open for discussion. Appropriation 
passed. 
Corbin motion to extend meeting to 2p.m. Open for discussion. Motion anticipated 
extending to 2 p.m.  
Corbin motion to move Presidents report next. Motion is approved.  
 
ii. Steering Committee 
1. LSC Standing Rules and Procedural Items- Corbin, chair notes a 
conflict of interest. Michael Verrilli stated Point of order and motion to 
approve standing rules.  Open for discussion. Matt amends 
striking…motion passed. Corbin amends to change 4a to four. No 
discussion. Motion passes. No discussion on main motion. One abstain 
vote by Corbin and main motion passes.  
2. Resolutions 
a. Bylaws Resolutions-  
iii.  EI-FR-11-011 Council/Executive Representative Allowance 2011-2012 
(Rep. Rush, Nano science) Basic Information: Item to provide for action 
by Council to review Conflict of Interest policy.  
 
IV. DISCUSSION ITEMS 
ACTION 
a. FR-11-008: Bylaws: Representative Dworak, Law 
b. FR-11-009: Bylaws: Representative Dworak, Law 
c. FR-11-010: Bylaws: Representative Dworak, Law 
 
Corbin explained situation and recommendations made by the committee and in his 
report. Chair mention bylaws are under review. This is for discussion now not 
actionable items. This is an information point. Point of order by Matt, skipped d.  
 
d. Added amend agenda item, Unoccupied Albuquerque Resolution. Open for discussion. 
A petition exists and there is a scheduled meeting on Nov. 2nd at 6 p.m., Physics and 
Astronomy Room 190. Notices will be sent out within timeframe.  
 
President Katie clarified old/new bylaws and new bylaws passed in September. Point 
of information by Corbin, council passed bylaws in August.  
V. INFORMATION ITEMS 
REPORTS 
a. Council Reports 
i. GPSA Council Chair Report- Megan O’Laughlin reported.  
ii. Legislative Standing Committee Reports (yield) 
1. Finance Report & Budget Report 
2. Steering Report 
b. Executive Reports 
i. GPSA President’s Report circulated flier about donors matching UNM 
community donations and update on budget. Policy review about who 
serves on the board. Recommendations are due 11/9/11. President Katie 
advised Council to get more involved in campus concerns, GPSA has a 
strong voice. Read report.   
ii. Executive Standing Committee Reports- Saliha Qasemi reported. Request 
from council to approve budget report.  The process needs to be clarified. 
Corbin motion to suspend Standing Rules. No discussion. Motion passed 
with 2 abstains. Corbin motion to approve the GRD budget. Motion passed 
unanimously. Chair entertains motion to put standing rules back. No 
discussion. Motion passed.    
iii. Executive Ad Hoc & University Committee Reports 
1. Equity & Outreach, Berenice Gijalva 
2. Student Support & Advocacy, Megan McRoberts 
3. Tuition & Fees, Sarah Coffey 
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VI. REPRESENTATIVE ANNOUNCEMENTS ITEMS
REPORTS a. Representative Documents – Joe Dworak yields 
 
 
 
VIII. 
 
 
 
UPCOMING MEETING DATES 
ADJOURN 
Next regular meeting on November 19, 2011 
HSC Domenici West, Room 2112 
All items due: 11/10, 5 p.m. 
 
 
VIII. ADJOURN 
REPORTS Saliha Qasemi motion to adjourn meeting. No objections. Meeting adjourned @ 1:47 p.m.  
 
 
 
 
 
Council Recorder:  Bernadette Fontenelle  
Reviewed for draft: MCO/Chair 
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Departmental Association Departmental Affiliation ‐ Present
AMERICAN STUDIES GRAD STUDENT ASSN AMERICAN STUDIES
Representative EILEEN SHAUGHNESSY
ANTHROPOLOGY GRAD STUDENT UNION ANTHROPOLOGY
Representative Erin Sandlin
AMERICAN INSTITUTE ARCHITECTURE STUDENTS ARCHITECTURE
Representative Julie Kidder
Art History ART HISTORY
Representative Hillary Ellenshaw
ASSN OF GRAD BUSINESS STUDENTS BUSINESS
Representative Saliha Qasemi
Representative Amy Patterson
Representative Alex Guinaraes
Representative Paulette Baca
Representative Thomas Maguire
Alternate (Rank) Teresa Mueller
Alternate (Rank) Tim Boar
***COLLEGE OF EDUCATION GSA College of Education
Representative Beth Birky
Representative Heidi Nordstrom
Representative Amtthew Mafosky
Representative Ashley Martin Cueller
Representative Michael Verilli
Representative Margaret Keiper
Representative Victoria Wood
Representative Lorena Saenz 
Representative Scott Burley
Alternate (Rank) Jonathon Lee
Alternate (Rank) Micki Lucero
Alternate (Rank) Joseph Sanchez
Alternate (Rank) Stephanie Sample
COMMUNICATION GRAD & PROF ASSN COMMUNICATION & Journalism
Alternate (Rank) Diane Leon
COMMUNITY REGIONAL PLANNING GRAD STUDENTS COMMUNITY& REGIONAL PLANNING
Representative Elisa Pintor
Geology Graduate Students EARTH & PLANETARY SCIENCE
Representative Scott Jasechko 
ECONOMIC GRAD STUDENT ORGANIZATION ECONOMICS
Representative Jee Hwang 
STUDENT BAR ASSOCIATION LAW SCHOOL
Representative Moses Winston
Representative Shannon Crowley
Representative Joseph Dworak
Add: Proxy Tracvy Goodluck
MEDICAL STUDENT ASSN MEDICAL SCHOOL
Representative David Medrano
Representative Patrick Gilligan
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Representative Emma Johnson
Representative Steven Fishburn
NANOSCIENCE AND MICROSYSTEMS GSA NANO SCIENCE AND MICROSYSTEMS
Representative Matthew Rush
GRADUATE STUDENT NURSES ASSN NURSING
Representative Michelle Racicot
PHILOSOPHY GSA PHILOSOPHY
Representative Corbin Casarez
PHYSICS AND ASTRONOMY GSA PHYSICS AND ASTRONOMY
Representative Joe Landers
Representative Lewis Chiang
PSYCHOLOGY GSA PSYCHOLOGY
Representative Justin Delacour
PUBLIC ADMIN Student Aassoc.  (PAGSA) PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION
Representative Theresa Rogers
Representative Heather Berghmans 
MASTER OF PUBLIC HEALTH STUDENT ASSN PUBLIC HEALTH
Representative Tatiana Falcon
SPANISH & PORTUGUESE GSA SPANISH & PORTUGUESE
Representative Aaron Taylor
??? THEATER & DANCE
Representative Law Chavez
ASSOCIATION OF WATER PROFESSIONALS WATER RESOURCES
Representative Jessica Hitch
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GPSA Council Regular Meeting 
November 7th, 2011 
5:00pm – 6:00pm 7:00pm 
Scholes Hall, Roberts Room 
 
 
1. Roll Call 
2.  Approval of the Agenda 
3. Amended:  Media & Gallery 
4. Officer Reports 
5. Emergency Business 
a. EI‐FR‐11‐012: (un) Occupy Albuquerque Resolution 
6. Adjourn 
 
Upcoming meeting dates: 
Next Regular Meeting on November 19, 2011 
HSC Domenici West, Room 2112 
All Items Due: 11/10, 5pm 
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Dept. Association Department
AMERICAN STUDIES GRAD STUDENT ASSN AMERICAN STUDIES
Representative EILEEN SHAUGHNESSY
AMERICAN INSTITUTE ARCHITECTURE STUDENTS ARCHITECTURE
Representative Julie Kidder
Art History ART HISTORY
Representative Hillary Ellenshaw
College of Education College of Education
Representative Amtthew Mafosky
Representative Michael Verilli
Representative Stephanie Sample
COMMUNITY REGIONAL PLANNING GRAD STUDENTS COMMUNITY& REGIONAL PLANNING
Representative Elisa Pintor
ECONOMIC GRAD STUDENT ORGANIZATION ECONOMICS
Representative Jee Hwang 
STUDENT BAR ASSOCIATION LAW SCHOOL
Alternate (Rank) Sarah Coffey
NANOSCIENCE AND MICROSYSTEMS GSA NANO SCIENCE AND MICROSYSTEMS
Representative Matthew Rush
PHILOSOPHY GSA PHILOSOPHY
Representative Corbin Casarez
PHYSICS AND ASTRONOMY GSA PHYSICS AND ASTRONOMY
Representative Travis Macintrye
PUBLIC ADMIN Student Aassoc.  (PAGSA) PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION
R t ti Th Represen a ve eresa  ogers
Representative Nick Vottero
Alternate (Rank) Talal Saint‐Lot
SOCIOLOGY GRAD STUDENT ASSN SOCIOLOGY
Representative Deidre Williams
Quorum
Council Special Meeting_11-07-11 Roll Call
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GPSA Special Council Meeting  
Minutes  
November 7, 2011 
Scholes Hall Roberts Room 
 
PRESIDING OFFICER: Megan O’Laughlin, Council Chair  
REPRESENTATIVES: Representative Roll Call Attached 
RECORDER / 
PARLIMENTARIAN: Bernadette Fontenelle 
SPEAKERS & GUESTS: 
Gallery speaker- Representative Megan McRoberts stated appreciation to 
council for scheduling special meeting regarding topic. ASUNM also passed 
resolution regarding this topic. Andrew Biehl member of Unoccupy ABQ spoke 
to the current situation.  
Agenda Items 
I.  ROLL CALL 
ACTION Meeting called to order by Chair Megan O’Laughlin at 5:02 P.M. Chair conducted roll call. Meeting has quorum.  
II.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
    
ACTION 
• Amend to approve todays’ agenda. Point of order by Corbin agenda has to have 
public comments is allowed for Special Meeting. Motion passed with amended 
agenda. Agenda is approved.   
III.  OFFICER REPORTS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ACTION 
• President informed council about New York Times article, impact of the Occupy 
movement and the impact on society as a whole.  
• Chair is honored to be part of Council that upholds the integrity and seriousness of 
the GPSA Mission to hear all members concerns.    
IV. EMERGENCY BUSINESS 
ACTION 
a. EI-FR-11-012: (un) Occupy Albuquerque Resolution. Representative Gee motion to 
substitute to hear a motion because the current resolution information is outdated. 
Read substitution.  Megan McRoberts allowed to speak three minutes for writing the 
resolution. She supports the substitutions.  There is debate. Julie Kidder yield to staff 
council member and request resolution be sent to Staff council. Sarah motion to add 
staff council and retain clause one and two. No discussion but resolution displayed on 
projector. Gee mention removal of suggestion discussion with members of (un) 
Occupy ABQ in substitution. Everyone allowed to read and review resolution;  rep  
Gee motion to amend to further amend deleting evening and weekend hours by 
inserting 24 hours This is motion 5. Travis yield to Gallery. Point of order by Corbin. 
President stressed the parliamentarian rules, limit on amendments. Consider what is 
on the table now then consider additional amendments. Theresa call to question. All 
in favor, 1 abstain. Motion #6. Motion to amend changes to 24 hours, all in favor; 2 
abstain. Motion passes.  Corbin motion to reintroduce the three clauses about the 
transient community in the substitution. Any discussions. Nick suggested not to  
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accept the motions and instead start a new motion. Corbin stated to keep the 
statements, 6 is the strongest statement about what (un) Occupy is doing. #7 
amendment, to reintroduce and obtain…Point of order by matt to reintroduce the 3 
transients. Vote on reintroduce transient clauses, all in favor; 2abstain. Motion 
passes. Back to motion #4, add staff council to notice. Corbin motion to add “in part 
of…” Motion passes with no discussions; all in favor, 2 abstains. Back to motion #4 
retain the first two clauses from the original and add staff council. Call to question by 
number 4 by Travis; all in favor, 2 abstains. Motion to obtain all in favor, 2 abstains. 
Motion passes with no discussion. Back to main motion. Nick motion to remove 
homelessness is a direct outcome. Michael justified his reason for abstaining. Talut 
and Diedra commented. Corbin amend to add “and poverty”; no discussion.  Division: 
8-yes, 4-no, 4-abstains. Motion passes. #10 motion to strike amended clause from 
the document. Discussion by Theresa emphasizing on platform and revisit title of 
resolution additional discussion by Corbin, Julie, Elisa, and Gee. Theresa called to 
question. All in favor in calling the question; 1 no; 3 abstains. Question has been 
called. Motion to remove the clause as amended. Division: 8-yes 6-no, 2-abstain; 
motion passes. Back to main motion as amended. Discussion among Julie. Motion 
#13 is to amend the notice and send to heads. Discussion among Talut asking about 
student activities is under student affair. Point of order Corbin leaving and identified 
proxy. No further discussion. All in favor, 3 abstains. Motion passes. Back to accept 
the substituted document as amended. Matt motion to insert the original header. No 
discussion. All in favor, 2 abstains. Motion passes. Back to motion 3. All in favor to 
pass, 2 abstains. Main motion passes as substituted document. Point of order by Matt. 
Travis amends to add an action item be further resolved. Discussion by Taluk, Matt, 
and Gee. Matt motion to extend meeting til 6:30 p.m. Motion passes.  The dialogue is 
on the Travis amendment. Point of clarification by Matt. Theresa call to question. 
Question fails. Back to Travis amendment. Discussion started by Travis, Elisha; no 
further discussion. Division: 6- yes, 5- no, 5 abstain. Motion passes. Sarah motion to 
move Travis’ amendment further up in the resolution. Motion passes with no 
discussion, 4 abstains. Substituted motion to be adopted by council. Theresa motions 
to adopt the resolution as amended and send. Open discussion about the character of 
GPSA. Theresa motion to extend meeting by 7 p.m. Motion passes with 2 abstains. 
Continue discussion on motion to adopt resolution. Few oppose and some in favor of 
resolution during discussion. No further discussion.  Motion passes with 2 no’s and 2 
abstain. Resolution is adopted.  
V. ADJOURN 
 Meeting is adjourn at 6:35 p.m. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
UPCOMING MEETING DATES 
 
Next regular meeting on November 19, 2011 
HSC Domenici West, Room 2112 
All items due: 11/10, 5 p.m. 
 
 
Council Recorder:  Bernadette Fontenelle  
Reviewed for draft: MCO/Chair 
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 EI‐FR‐11‐012 ‐ Adopted 
 
GPSA Resolution in Support of the Right of the (un)Occupy Albuquerque Movement 
 to Protest on UNM Campus 
Recorded as EI‐FR‐11‐012 
Adopted: October 7, 2011 
 
Whereas  the Occupy Wall  Street movement  is  a non‐violent, people powered movement  for direct democracy  that 
began in the United States on September 17, 2011 with an encampment in the financial district of New York City; and 
 
Whereas (un)Occupy Albuquerque began its non‐violent, peaceful assembly of students and community members at the 
University of New Mexico campus in solidarity with the Occupy Wall Street and We Are The 99% movement on October 
1, 2011; and 
 
Whereas, (Un)Occupy Albuquerque has complied with UNM requests to reapply for appropriate permits; and 
 
Whereas, the protesters have complied with the new   restrictions  imposed by UNM concerning the permissible hours 
for protest activities at Yale Park; and 
 
Whereas,  the  transient  community  forms  a  crucial  part  of  the  99  percent  that  (un)Occupy  Albuquerque  seeks  to 
represent; and 
Whereas,  it  is  unjust  to  cite  the  presence  of  transient  community  members  as  a  reason  to  shut  down  a 
student/community‐led movement; and 
 
Whereas, protest organizers are actively working  to prevent  the abuse of  illegal substances and are conscious of  the 
concerns of the university regarding security and safety at Yale Park; and 
 
Whereas,  educational  institutions  have  historically  been  vibrant  public  spaces  for  political  debate,  civil  protest,  and 
intellectual discourse; and 
 
Whereas,  (Un)Occupy  Albuquerque  consists  in  part  of  individuals  from  the  student  body,  where  some  hold  GPSA 
membership; and 
 
Whereas, GPSA  is  obliged  to  “preserve  and  protect”  the  right  to  free  expression  of  ALL members  as  stated  in  the 
preamble of the GPSA Constitution; 
 
Now  therefore  be  it  resolved  that  the GPSA  Council  condemns  the  decision  of  the UNM  Administration  to  forcibly 
remove protesters; and 
 
And let it be further resolved that the GPSA Council affirms the right of (Un)Occupy Albuquerque to peaceful assembly 
and protest, and support the continuation of its activities on university grounds; 
 
And  let  it be  further  resolved  that GPSA Council  requests on behalf of  (Un)Occupy Albuquerque  that  the permissible 
hours of activities be extended to 24 hours, 7 days a week; and 
 
Let  it be  finally resolved  that  this resolution be electronically  forwarded within one business day of  its enactment  to: 
GPSA  President,  ASUNM  President, UNM  President, UNM  Board  of  Regents,  Faculty  Senate  President,  Staff  Council 
President, Daily Lobo News Editor, Vice President of Student Affairs, and Albuquerque Journal News Editor. 
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CONFLICT OF INTEREST ANNOUNCEMENT 
Meeting: Legislative Steering Committee, Monday, November 7, 2011, 6:30 p.m. 
1) Agenda Item: VIII.A. Finance Code 
 
Potential Conflict: I introduced an alternative code at the September 24th Council 
meeting. 
 
Comment: The purpose of this review is to modify the language and formatting to 
be more consistent with the rest of the Bylaws, not to change the substance of 
the code.  My role as the Ad Hoc Bylaws Committee Edit Working Group lead 
provides me with a familiarity with the editing standards used for the rest of the 
Bylaws.  I do not believe that introducing a compromise bill that was rejected will 
interfere with my ability to be impartial in the review and editing process of the 
accepted Finance Code. 
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CONFLICT OF INTEREST ANNOUNCEMENT 
 
 
Meeting: Legislative Steering Committee 
               Monday, November 7, 2011, 6:30pm 
Agenda Item: VII, A.: Finance Code 
 
Potential Conflict: As of 11/2/11, I am on record as a voting member of the GPSA Grants   
                              Committee 
 
Comment: The purpose of this review is to modify the language and formatting of the  
                  Finance Code to be more consistent with the rest of the GPSA Bylaws, not to  
                  change the substance of the code.  While Grants Committee funds are not  
                  restricted by stipulations in this code (see Section 2, B., 1., a.) and are  
                  excluded from restrictions (see Section 2, B., 4., b., i.), I am announcing my  
                  participation as a voting member on the Grants Committee in the event of a  
                  real or possible conflict of interest. 
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LSC	  Conflict	  of	  Interest:	  (11/7/11	  meeting)	  	  I,	  Matthew	  Rush,	  do	  recognize	  the	  presence	  of	  a	  conflict	  of	  interest	  in	  my	  participation	  on	  revisions	  of	  the	  Finance	  Code	  Bylaws,	  as	  I	  have	  previously	  worked	  on	  drafting	  the	  Constitution	  and	  Bylaws	  for	  the	  GPSA,	  2010-­‐2011.	  I	  recognize	  that	  the	  draft	  was	  revised	  at	  Council	  (9/24/11)	  in	  which	  I	  opposed	  the	  adoption	  of	  this	  version	  of	  the	  Finance	  code.	  I	  do	  however,	  wish	  to	  continue	  to	  function	  as	  a	  contributing	  member	  of	  the	  LSC,	  and	  will	  in	  no	  way	  allow	  for	  my	  opinion	  of	  the	  adoption	  of	  this	  version	  of	  the	  Finance	  code	  to	  	  hinder	  my	  ability	  to	  be	  unbiased	  and	  maintain	  the	  intent	  of	  the	  changes	  that	  were	  made	  in	  the	  adopted	  Council	  document.	  	  Matthew	  Rush,	  NSMS	  Council	  Representative,	  LSC	  Committee	  Member	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FR-11-014 
LSC Chair’s comments: This submission sent by Representative Dworak (Law) prior to any 
forms or templates being prepared.  The line numbers refer to the bylaws proposed in August; I 
have added the context in brackets beneath each item. 
 
 
989 [979] – month view period - With the committees the proposed changes become 'public' 
nearly a month before the Council meeting.  For Bylaws changes requiring extra viewing time 
seems unnecessary as the documents will already be out in the open.  The benefit of extra time 
does not seem to outweigh the burdens of putting extra viewing periods. 
 
[V.Section 9.B. “Bylaws must be included as a discussion item at least one (1) regularly 
scheduled Council meeting prior to the regularly scheduled Council meeting at which action may 
be taken. Bylaws require a two-thirds (2/3) vote to pass.”] 
 
1024 [1014] – 2 versions, notice to contact person - We already have an over worked Council 
chair.  Once a document becomes a gpsa law it belongs to GPSA and all students.  Requiring 
copies to be sent back to the originator puts additional work and burdens on the chair.  Also, 
once legislation is taken by the body it can be changed significantly and therefor does not make 
sense to have the original contributor still in the loop. 
 
[V.Section 10.C.4. “A copy of the edited Legislative Item and accompanying recommendation as 
submitted to Council shall be delivered to the originating party with a notice of the Council 
meeting in which the Legislative Item will be discussed within one (1) academic day of the item 
being forwarded to the Council Chair.”] 
 
1053 [1038] – comments from ‘originating party’- out of line, order - Our Council is diverse and 
the reason we are Reps are so that there is order and a limited number of speakers so that we 
dont get bogged down.  We need to limit speaking to Reps unless it is during public comment. 
 Otherwise we open the doors to allowing more and more people to talk.  I forsee issues 
considering how large our body is to begin with. 
 
[V.Section 11.D. “Within the order of business, the originating party or sponsor shall have three 
(3) minutes to provide relevant commentary on the Legislative Item.”] 
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LSCR#: F11-008 
Date: 10.17.11 
Submitted by: Dworak (LAW) 
LSC Recommendation: Pass as Amended 
Vote Count: 2-1-0 
Comments: {Bylaw Amendment} 
 
[V.Section 9.B. “Bylaws must be included as a discussion item at least one (1) regularly 
scheduled Council meeting prior to the regularly scheduled Council meeting at which action may 
be taken. Bylaws require a two-thirds (2/3) vote to pass.”] 
 
_____________ 
 
LSCR#: F11-009 
Date: 10.17.11 
Submitted by: Dworak (LAW) 
LSC Recommendation: Table indefinitely   
Vote Count: 3-0-0 
Comments: {Bylaw Amendment} 
 
[V.Section 10.C.4. “A copy of the edited Legislative Item and accompanying recommendation as 
submitted to Council shall be delivered to the originating party with a notice of the Council 
meeting in which the Legislative Item will be discussed within one (1) academic day of the item 
being forwarded to the Council Chair.”] 
 
LSC recommends this issue be revisited after discussion about Representative Sponsorship for 
GPSA legislative items.  Changing this requirement does not seem to address the bigger issue, 
which should be evaluated before making changes regarding procedure. 
 
LSC recommends Council directing future action or deliberation on legislative item 
sponsorship/ownership. 
-Pros: Council owning the process of creating legislation; Burden on Committee Chairs for 
notification of legislation development; a responsible party in Council knowledgeable and 
prepared on the legislative item; responsibility of advocating parties to follow legislation 
development 
-Cons: Barrier to access for non-Representatives submitting legislation; interested parties not 
(or under-)represented by Council Representatives trying to get sponsored; advocating parties 
owning their language and their submission, rather than abdicating to Council/Representatives 
 
_______________ 
 
LSCR#: F11-010 
Date: 10.17.11 
Submitted by: Dworak (LAW) 
LSC Recommendation: Table indefinitely 
Vote Count: 3-0-0 
Comments: {Bylaw Amendment} 
 
[V.Section 11.D. “Within the order of business, the originating party or sponsor shall have three 
17
(3) minutes to provide relevant commentary on the Legislative Item.”] 
 
LSC recommends this issue be revisited after discussion about Representative Sponsorship for 
GPSA legislative items.  Changing this requirement does not seem to address the bigger issue, 
which should be evaluated before making changes regarding procedure. 
 
See LSCR# F11-002 for more rationale. 
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LSCR#: F11-013
Date: 11.7.11
Submitted by: Sarah Coffey, Chair of Student Tuition and Fees Committee
LSC Recommendation: approve with amended language
Vote Count: 6-0-0
Comments: {Resolution}
LSC recommends a few minor edits to the document.  Chair Coffey answered questions and seemed 
amenable to the changes.  Two items may be desirable to add in order to strengthen the resolution, 
but the LSC did not have the necessary data during the committee meeting: 1) information about the 
failure of a state bond issue, and 2) information about the costs of renovating current facilities versus 
building a new recreation center.  Rep. Rush will research data on (1), and Chair Coffey on (2).
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Resolution Against Increased Student Fees 
UNM GPSA Council 
LSCR #FR-11-013 
 
WHEREAS the University of New Mexico Graduate and Professional Student Association 
(GPSA) strives to identify, promote, and support the interests and concerns important to the 
welfare and academic development of the more than 6000 UNM graduate and professional 
students; 
 
WHEREAS GPSA supports full transparency in every budgetary process, especially where 
UNM spends fees paid by students; 
 
WHEREAS mandatory student fees have increased at the University of New Mexico by over 
110% since 2003; students presently pay over $1100 per student per school year, and more than 
$11 million is generated every year in mandatory student fees; 
 
WHEREAS building a new recreation center will require at least a $52 million revenue bond; 
 
WHEREAS the bond would be paid with student fee money over the next 30 years with a fee 
increase of at least $200 per student per year;   
 
WHEREAS the economic situation in New Mexico is making it difficult for students to afford a 
higher education and increasing student fees will make attending the university more difficult 
especially for first-generation and underrepresented students; 
 
WHEREAS the lottery scholarship, on which many undergraduate students rely, does not cover 
any student fees; 
 
WHEREAS Associate Students of the University of New Mexico (ASUNM) conducted a ballot 
referendum in Spring 2010 where 67% of voters rejected paying for the new recreation center 
with student fees. 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that GPSA condemns any decision by the administration to 
increase student fees to pay for a new recreation center.   
 
THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that GPSA requests that the recreation center be 
stricken from the University of New Mexico Master Plan by March or that a financial model for 
the new center be proposed that funds the center without student fees by March; 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that if neither of the above can be realized by March, that a 
student-wide election (both undergraduates and graduates) be conducted to ensure the student 
voice is heard; 
 
THEREFORE BE IT ULTIMATELY RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be 
electronically forwarded within five business days of its enactment to: GPSA President Katie 
Richardson, ASUNM President Jaymie Roybal, ASUNM Vice President Adrian Cortinas, GPSA 
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Elections Chair Nas Manole, ASUNM Elections Commission Chair Claire Mize, UNM President 
David Schmidly, University Planning Officer Mary Kenney, Director of the Real Estate 
Department Kim Murphy, Daily Lobo News Editor Chelsea Erven, Vice President of Student 
Affairs Eliseo Torres, Associate Vice President of Student Life Walt Miller, Associate Vice 
President for Student Services Tim Gutierrez,  Director of Recreational Services Jim Todd, 
Associate Vice President of Institutional Support Service Chris Vallejos, and UNM Board of 
Regents. 
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Resolution Against Increased Student Fees 
UNM GPSA 
Res. No. ___ 
 
WHEREAS the University of New Mexico Graduate and Professional Student Association 
(GPSA) strives to identify, promote, and support the interests and concerns important to the 
welfare and academic development of the more than 6000 UNM graduate and professional 
students; 
 
WHEREAS the GPSA supports full transparency in every budgetary process, especially where 
UNM spends fees paid by students; 
 
WHEREAS mandatory student fees have increased at the University of New Mexico by over 
110% since 2003; students presently pay over $1100 per student per school year, and more than 
$11 million is generated every year in mandatory student fees; 
 
WHEREAS building a new recreation center will require at least a $52 million revenue bond; 
 
WHEREAS the bond would be paid with student fee money over the next 30 years with a fee 
increase of at least $200 per student per year;   
 
WHEREAS the economic situation in New Mexico is making it difficult for students to afford a 
higher education and increasing student fees will make attending the university more difficult 
especially for first-generation and underrepresented students; 
 
WHEREAS the lottery scholarship, on which many undergraduate students rely, does not cover 
any student fees; 
 
WHEREAS Associate Students of the University of New Mexico (ASUNM) conducted a ballet 
referendum in Spring 2010 where 67% of voters rejected paying for the new recreation center 
with student fees. 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that GPSA condemns any decision by the administration to 
increase student fees to pay for a new recreation center.   
 
THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that GPSA requests that the recreation center be 
stricken from the University of New Mexico Master Plan by March or that a financial model for 
the new center be proposed that funds the center without student fees by March; 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that if neither of the above can be realized by March, that a 
student-wide election (both undergraduates and graduates) be conducted to ensure the student 
voice is heard; 
 
THEREFORE BE IT ULTIMATELY RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be 
electronically forwarded within five business days of its enactment to: GPSA President Katie 
Richardson, ASUNM President Jaymie Roybal, ASUNM Vice President Adrian Cortinas, GPSA 
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Elections Chair Nas Manole, ASUNM Elections Commission Chair Claire Mize, UNM President 
David Schmidly, University Planning Officer Mary Kenney, Director of the Real Estate 
Department Kim Murphy, Daily Lobo News Editor Chelsea Erven, Vice President of Student 
Affairs Eliseo Torres, Associate Vice President of Student Life Walt Miller, Associate Vice 
President for Student Services Tim Gutierrez,  Director of Recreational Services Jim Todd, 
Associate Vice President of Institutional Support Service Chris Vallejos, and UNM Board of 
Regents. 
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LSCR#: F11-014
Date: 11.7.11
Submitted: GPSA Council
LSC Recommendation: approve amendments and clarify additions to preserve intent
Vote Count: 5-0-1
Comments: {Bylaws Amendment}
Article VII of the new bylaws were reviewed per Council's direction, in order to make the language of 
the substituted article consistent with the language usage and format of the rest of the bylaws.  Many 
changes are recommended, but the committee primarily focused on: 1) replacing the phrase “GPSA 
law”, 2) replacing “will” with the appropriate use of “shall” or “must”, 3) adding “academic” or “calendar” 
before days or weeks as appropriate, 4) make capitalization and terminology consistent with the rest 
of the bylaws, and 5) highlight areas of possible conflict or lack of clarity for Council to address.  The 
document presented tracks the changes recommended and includes comments from the LSC for 
Council to consider.
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I. Finance Code 
Section 1. Committees 
A. Executive Finance Committee (EFC) 
1. As an extension of the Executive Branch, the EFC shall serve in an administrative 
capacity to enact financial legislation passed as GPSA Constitution and Bylaws and 
shall ensure and facilitate proper financial distribution and budget compliance for 
those entities which receive GPSA funding both directly and indirectly from the 
GPSA General Fund.   
2. Once funding allocation legislation is passed, the EFC shall administer the 
allocation’s distribution and regulation.   
3. The EFC shall meet as determined by the President and EFC Chair. 
4. Emergency meetings may be called at the discretion of the EFC Chair. 
5. The LFC Chair or Chair’s designee may serve as an ex-officio non-voting member of 
the EFC. 
B. Legislative Finance Committee (LFC) 
1. As an extension of the Legislative Branch, the LFC shall serve as an oversight body 
for GPSA financial allocations from the General Fund.   
2. The LFC shall oversee the legislative process of financial review and allocation, 
including the examination and review of funding requests.  
3. The LFC shall meet monthly after the first regularly scheduled Council meeting of 
the fall semester until the end of the spring semester; an exception may be made for 
the month of December, where the Council Chair and LFC Chair may decide not to 
have an LFC meeting due to time restrictions.   
4. Emergency meetings may be called at the discretion of the LFC Chair, Council Chair, 
or by vote of the Council.   
5. The EFC Chair or EFC Chair’s designee may serve as an ex-officio non-voting 
member of the LFC. 
Section 2. General Fund 
A. Eligibility and Restrictions 
1. Allocations from the General Fund shall only be used to fund chartered student 
organizations, GPSA Decision Making Bodies, and applicable service entities of the 
University as dictated by the GPSA Constitution.   
a. The GPSA grant allocations are appropriated through the Grants Committee 
and are not restricted by this stipulation. 
b. Executive Committees may be allocated funding that can be further distributed 
to students, chartered student organizations, or other groups without stipulation 
from this Finance Code. 
2. All allocations must be spent through an account with SGAO. 
3. GPSA shall base all funding considerations on the merits of the application and no 
request shall be entitled or disfavored based on any biases.   
4. In addition to spending mandated by the GPSA’s Constitution; 
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a. No less than five thousand dollars ($5,000) shall be allocated to the Student 
Research Allocation Committee Endowment Fund and five thousand dollars 
($5,000) to the Specialized Travel Endowment Fund.  
b. Not more than ten percent (10%) of the total GPSA annual budget shall be 
allocated to all GPSA standing committees.   
i. This shall not include the percentage of the budget allocated to the 
Grants Committee which, as mandated by the Constitution, is excluded 
from this restriction.  
Section 3. Annual Budget 
A. Annual Budget 
1. The EFC shall administer the adopted GPSA annual budget in accordance with GPSA 
Constitution and Bylaws and any stipulations dictated within the budget. 
a. As administrators of the budget, the EFC should facilitate communication 
between entities which received funding with efforts to assist in the 
disbursement and expenditure of GPSA funds and applicable stipulations under 
the respective allocation. 
2. The LFC and Council shall have direct oversight of all monies disbursed through 
GPSA in the annual budget process by overseeing the allocation process and the 
annual budget hearings.   
3. All budgets must be based upon projected anticipated revenue for the upcoming fiscal 
year. 
4. The GPSA annual budget process is only applicable to chartered student 
organizations, UNM service entities, and GPSA Decision Making Bodies. 
5. All funds distributed through the budget process and not used by the end of the fiscal 
year in which they were allocated for shall revert to the GPSA General Fund unless 
otherwise stipulated by the GPSA Constitution and Bylaws or direction by Council.  
B. Annual Budget Process 
1. Purpose and Authority 
a. The GPSA budget process streamlines the allocation of GPSA fees to 
organizations that serve and benefit the graduate and professional student body 
of the University. 
b. The budget process is overseen by Council and the LFC, passed by Council, 
and approved by the President, with the final budget administered by the EFC. 
c. The LFC shall create and follow a budget process and, with the consent of 
Council, has authority to modify such procedure insofar as not violating the 
GPSA Constitution and Bylaws. 
d. The EFC shall administer the budget under the direction of the President so 
long as not to conflict with any GPSA Constitution and Bylaws or stipulations 
within the budget.   
2. Timeline 
a. By the end of the first (1st) academic week of the spring semester, the LFC, 
with consultation of the EFC, shall have decided upon the timeline and 
procedures of the annual budget process (i.e. workshops, deadlines, hearing 
dates, and hearing format).  The LFC Chair shall coordinate with the EFC Chair 
to ensure that the concerns and requests of the Executive Branch are addressed 
Deleted: -
Deleted: -
Deleted: g
Deleted: c
Deleted: s
Deleted: law
Deleted: in accordance with GPSA law 
Deleted: will
Deleted: the branches of the GPSA 
government
Deleted: law 
Deleted: the 
Deleted:  of New Mexico
Deleted: in accordance with the GPSA 
Constitution and Bylaws 
Deleted:  will
Deleted: have 
Deleted:  
Deleted:  
Deleted: law
Deleted: law 
Deleted: (
Deleted: )
Formatted: Superscript
Deleted: full
Comment [MR2]: Council Review 
Deleted: S
Deleted: S
26
in the application and budget process.  All relevant information shall be 
available through the GPSA Office. 
b. Budget workshops are to be held before the end of the fourth (4th) academic 
week of the spring semester.  
c. Budgets applications must be submitted to the GPSA Office no later than 5:00 
p.m. on the fifth (5th) Friday of the spring semester.   
d. The EFC should formulate a budget recommendation to submit to the LFC 
considering the current fiscal year expenditures and GPSA funding priorities 
within the Executive Branch. 
i. The EFC should aim to provide general information on both the current 
and proposed budget cycle which supplements the information gained 
through the individual hearings conducted in the annual budget process.    
e. The LFC shall present a final and balanced budget to Council by the March 
Council Meeting.   
f. A finalized budget must be passed  by the first (1st) Friday in April. 
C. Annual Budget Workshops 
1. A minimum of two (2) GPSA budget workshops must be held during the spring 
semester; the LFC Chair shall be responsible for the workshops. 
a. The budget workshops must be advertised via the Daily Lobo, GPSA website, 
GPSA electronic mailing list, and other appropriate mean of notification at least 
two (2) academic days before the first (1st) workshop of the spring semester. 
2. GPSA annual budget applications must be available and presented at each workshop 
by the LFC or EFC Chair or their designee with the guidance of SGAO.  Budget 
packets must provide all necessary procedures and information, including the budget 
hearings schedule, for a group to follow to submit a complete budget application. 
3. All organizations, groups, or other entities requesting funding through the budget 
process must attend a GPSA budget workshop during the semester in which the group 
applies for funding. 
a. Failure to attend a budget workshop may result in ineligibility for consideration 
for funding in the current budget process.  
b. At least one (1) of the representatives attending the budget workshop must be a 
graduate or professional student of the group submitting a budget request.  
D. Applications 
1. All groups requesting funding through the budget process must submit a budget 
application. 
2. All applications must adhere to SGAO guidelines and standing rules set forth by the 
LFC and published within the budget packet. 
3. The LFC, in consultation with the GPSA Office, staff, and volunteers and the EFC, 
shall determine the acceptable method of submitting budget applications.  This 
method shall be clearly defined in the budget packet.   
E. Budget Hearings 
1. The LFC shall, in consultation with the Council Chair and EFC, determine the times 
and locations of the budget hearings.  This information shall be posted in the GPSA 
Office, SGAO, and any other locations deemed necessary by the LFC and EFC 
Chairs and in accordance with TPNR.   
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2. All groups that submitted a completed budget application shall be contacted within 
five (5) academic days from the application deadline with notification of the hearing 
schedule.  The LFC Chair may attempt to accommodate requests for hearing times 
and changes to the hearing schedule, but it is ultimately each group’s responsibility to 
attend a hearing at their scheduled time. 
3. Each group at their respective hearing time shall have an allotted speaking time to 
present their budget request.  The LFC shall then have the opportunity to ask 
questions to the group and to review the request.  The process and procedure of 
budget presentations must be included in the budget packet.   
4. At least one (1) GPSA member must/should be in attendance at the hearing on behalf 
of the organization requesting funding.    
5. If a group considered new or inactive fails to attend a scheduled budget hearing the 
group shall be limited to three hundred fifty dollars ($350).   
6. The LFC has full discretion to reduce funding requests further if necessary or 
appropriate. 
7. Failure to attend both a budget workshop and a budget hearing results in 
disqualification from the budget process. 
8. The LFC shall have the authority to amend or reduce any line-item request or budget 
request in order to create a balanced budget.  These adjustments may be made during 
budget hearings or in Committee deliberations without the presence of the respective 
group.   
9. The LFC or LFC Chair shall meet with the EFC or EFC Chair before the conclusion 
of deliberations and creation of a balanced budget to address additional concerns from 
the Executive Branch.   
F. Final Approval 
1. The LFC shall forward a balanced budget to Council after all budget hearings and any 
necessary deliberations have taken place.  The LFC Chair shall present the 
recommendations to Council in a report that includes all groups that requested 
funding with each requested amount and any amendments made by the LFC. 
2. Council must pass the budget with a majority vote. 
3. Approved budgets shall become available at the beginning of the fiscal year as 
dictated by SGAO. 
G. Funding Priorities 
1. Funding shall be considered on the merits of each application as demonstrated 
through the budget process.  Consideration should include, but is not limited to: 
purpose of the organization, population served, history of service, public relations, 
quality of application, and the necessity and use of GPSA funding. 
2. Budget recommendations from the EFC should be given deference by the LFC when 
considering budget requests. 
H. Budget Limitations 
1. Groups that are not GPSA Decision Making Bodies may not receive budget funding 
greater than three thousand dollars ($3,000). 
2. New and Inactive Groups, classified as groups that have not participated in a GPSA 
budget process within the past two (2) years, may not receive funding greater than 
five hundred dollars ($500). 
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A. The EFC shall administer the disbursement of PB Funds. 
B. The process to receive PB Funds must be available through the GPSA Office and any 
additional means as determined by the EFC.   
C. In order to receive pro-rated benefits, each RDSA must apply through GPSA each 
semester. 
1. An RDSA may receive unallocated PB Funds from the fall semester if a proper 
request is made the subsequent spring semester.   
D. Based on the Enrollment Report provided by the University, which indicates the number 
of graduate or professional students enrolled in each department, school, or college, the 
RDSA’s account on file with SGAO will be credited at a per capita rate. [V. 3. E.]   
E. Any RDSA has the right to appeal the Enrollment Report provided by the University.  
Appeals shall be presented in writing to the EFC Chair.  Appeals shall entail a name-by-
name count of the department’s GPSA Members and a comparison with the University’s 
records. 
Section 5. Appropriations 
A. Appropriations 
1. GPSA appropriation requests shall be overseen by the LFC, passed by Council, 
approved by the President, and administered by the EFC. 
2. All appropriation requests shall be submitted to the LFC Chair.  The LFC Chair shall 
forward all requests to the EFC Chair within one (1) academic day of receipt.   
3. The EFC may make recommendations to the LFC on appropriation requests by means 
of inter-branch memorandum, public comment during the LFC meeting, or in another 
manner approved by the LFC Chair so long as not to conflict with GPSA 
Constitution, Bylaws, and resolutions passed in the current session.  
Recommendations are solely persuasive and shall not bind the LFC in any way. 
4. Each Executive Committee shall be considered an individual group request as well as 
each GPSA Decision Making Body which has its own SGAO account.   
5. Individual graduate and professional students, chartered student organizations and 
GPSA Committees shall be eligible for appropriation funding. 
Section 6. Revisions 
A. Groups may submit a request to make line-item transfers of GPSA funds within their 
budget. 
B. All requests must be submitted to SGAO for review before they may be considered. 
C. A revision must be approved by consent of both the LFC and EFC Chairs. 
1. In the event of division over the approval of the revision, the Council Chair shall be 
consulted and decide the division. 
2. When Council is not in session, the President and the Council Chair shall be 
responsible for approving revisions and the Grants Chair shall be consulted and 
decide the division.  
Section 7. Disbursement 
A. The EFC shall administer the disbursement of GPSA funds once allocations have been 
approved by Council.   
B. Allocation funding will be available for disbursement once it is processed by SGAO. 
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C. All funding allocations must follow the rules and guidelines set forth by SGAO.  Groups 
allocated GPSA funding shall be responsible for ensuring that they are in compliance 
with these policies.   
D. Monies allocated by GPSA shall be limited to line-item provisions as stipulated by the 
approved funding request.  
E. The EFC, in administering GPSA allocations, should make concerted efforts to 
communicate with GPSA entities and organizations receiving GPSA funding in order to 
facilitate cooperation and ensure compliance with any applicable rules or stipulations that 
are coupled with the funding. 
Section 8. Financial Enjoinment 
A. Failure to adhere to the GPSA Constitution and Bylaws, applicable stipulations attached 
to funding allocations, SGAO guidelines, or University policy may result in an 
enjoinment of spending privileges of GPSA funding until the violation has been 
corrected. 
B. An action of enjoinment must be presented to the LFC before it may be considered by 
Council. 
C. The LFC Chair shall report to Council on the proposed enjoinment and the group at 
question shall be allotted a two (2) minute speaking privilege as a rebuttal.   
D. A two-thirds (2/3) vote of Council is necessary for approval of an enjoinment of the 
group’s GPSA funds. 
E. The Council Chair must notify the enjoined group no later than five (5) academic days 
after action by Council.  The Council Chair must notify the EFC Chair of an enjoinment 
no later than two (2) academic days after action by Council.   
1. Notification shall be sent to the officers email addresses on file in SGAO. 
2. Such notification shall include the reason for the action as well as the actions required 
of the group for funding to be resumed in a timely fashion. 
3. Funds enjoined for the remainder of the fiscal year will revert to the GPSA General 
Fund.   
F. Acts of Financial Enjoinment may be appealed to the Court of Review.  The appeal must 
be filed within four (4) calendar weeks from the act of enjoinment by Council. 
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 General Fund 
 All unallocated funding shall remain in the General Fund.  All funds distributed 
through appropriations and through the budget process, excluding funds allocated 
through GPSA grants processes, shall revert back to the General Fund at the end of 
the fiscal year unless otherwise stipulated by GPSA law.  
 Self-generated funds within the Executive office or Executive Standing Committees 
shall be placed into the respective general operating fund line item or into another line 
item as designated by the respective committee chair or President.   
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GPSA Council 
Legislative Steering Committee 
 
Minutes 
Open Meeting, 11/7/11 
SUB Scholars 
 
Called to order at 6:41 p.m. 
 
Present: Beth Birky (COE), Tatiana Falcon-Rodriguez (Public Health), Julie Kidder (AIAS), Corbin 
Casarez (Philosophy, Chair), Matt Rush (NSMS), Jon Lee (COE) 
Absent: David Medrano (MSA) 
Addressed Committee: Sarah Coffey, Tuition and Fees Committee Chair 
 
Rush, Lee, and Casarez presented conflict of interest forms regarding Finance Code (attached). 
 
Agenda approved. 
 
Minutes approved as amended (to correct Kidder's RDSA affiliation). 
 
Rush volunteered to be recorder for this meeting. 
 
No one presented for public comment. 
 
LSC Chair provided an update on website and administrative progress. 
 
The Committee reviewed the Finance Code (Article VII of the Bylaws) section by section, considering 
comments submitted in advance by committee members and other issues that arose in discussion.  After 
45 minutes of discussion, Chair Casarez noted the presence of the submitting party for the resolution 
agenda item.  Kidder motioned to suspend the current discussion until after the resolution item was 
considered, second.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Coffey addressed committee regarding the Recreation Center Fee Resolution.  The Committee 
addressed questions to Coffey and then discussed the language of the resolution.  Kidder motioned to 
approve the resolution as amended, stipulating that an electronic vote shall occur to consider language 
from Rush that needed factual research; Chair Casarez will submit the language for a vote to members 
via e-mail on Tuesday, November 8, and members shall vote by noon on Wednesday, November 9. 
Motion seconded, passed 6-0-0. 
 
Committee returned to the Finance Code discussion.  Rush motioned that Rush format the final 
document to be consistent with the Word Document of the Bylaws, seconded.  Motion passed, Rush 
abstained. Birky motioned to accept the amendments to the Finance Code, to allow Rush and Casarez 
to search for the words “law” and “will” and modify in accordance with committee discussion, perform 
formatting, list academic/calendar days for Council review, and lower-case occurrences of “Fall/Spring 
Semester”; seconded. 5-0-1, Rush abstained. 
 
Casarez to write up Recommendations reflecting votes and discussion. 
 
Lee, motion to adjourn, second, no objection.  Adjourned at 9:12 p.m. 
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GPSA Council, 2011-2012
Legislative Steering Committee
Chair’s Report, November
Administrative Development
The LSC Chair attended a training on editing content on the GPSA website on Tuesday, 
November 1, 2011, led by the Technology Chair, Meer Noor.  The LSC Chair can now add agendas, 
minutes, and supporting documents to the website from the GPSA Office.
The LSC set up a mailbox in the GPSA Office on Friday, November 4, 2011.  Paperwork was 
filed for card-swipe access to the GPSA Office and permission to reserve rooms for LSC meetings.
The LSC Standing Rules were updated on November 3, 2011, to reflect Council's decision 
regarding Chair participation and voting as approved on October 29, 2011.
Meeting
The LSC met on Monday, November 7, 2011, at 6:30 in the SUB Scholars Room.  The LSC 
will also have met on Monday, November 14, 2011, at 6:30 in the SUB Santa Ana B Room, but this 
meeting is for the December Council meeting and will be summarized in the next LSC Chair report.
11/7: The Finance Code (Article VII of the new Bylaws) was reviewed in order to make the language 
consistent with the rest of the bylaws.  A resolution opposing an increase in student fees to finance a 
new recreation center was recommended for approval with minor edits.
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Information Technology Committee Report 
 
 
Committee Chair: Meer S Noor 
Comm vagno 
 
ittee Members: Amy Patterson, Anthony Sal
B. Lee Drake, Japji Hundal and Saliha Qasemi 
 
 
In  the  past  month  our  committee  has  really  thrived  to  complete  the  new  GPSA 
website,  which  as  of  right  now  is  on  the  office Mac  so  that  any  GPSA  committee 
member  or  Legislative  committee  member  is  able  to  make  updates  to  their 
appropriate sections according to their own will. Training sessions have also been 
ompleted  to  provide  concerned  members  with  the  right  amount  of  skills  and c
knowledge so that they are capable of performing updates on their own. 
 
Furthermore, all  through out  this month my services are at everyone’s disposal as 
far  as  updates  as  well  as  training  related  to  the  website  are  concerned.  Our 
committee’s  major  focus  is  to  make  sure  that  they  PA’s  as  well  as  committee 
ember are fully trained to manage the website so that more and more updates can m
be pushed to the website as soon as possible. 
 
Lastly  all  of  this  is  being  done  is  a  way  where  we  are  trying  to  avoid  any 
edundancies  on  the  website  in  the  long  run.  This  will  help  promote  a  very 
treamlined website for sometime to come. 
r
s
 
 
Meer S Noor. 
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Committee Members:   Gino Signoracci (chair) 
Chris Galanis 
Carolyn McSherry 
 Talal Saint‐Lot 
Robert Vaughan 
 
Goals: Create and share with other committees, GPSA council, and general membership a document 
with collected information about AY 2011‐2012 graduate‐student enrollment (incl. in‐state, out‐of‐state, 
and international makeup); assistantship numbers, types, terms, and distribution across 
colleges/schools at UNM. 
 
Past meetings: 10/18, 3:30 
 
Upcoming Meetings: Tuesday 11/15, 3:00 
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CLOSING STATEMENT (DRAFT) 
 
 The Plaintiff has charged that Council did not follow the proper process when 
adopting the new bylaws, and much of the questioning of witnesses focused on 
awareness of the process and the advisory opinion from University Counsel.  While the 
Defense can answer these claims, and will attempt to do so briefly in this closing 
statement, the real issues at stake in this case have not been examined very carefully.  
Therefore, I hope to focus on the areas that are most important for deciding this case. 
 
 First, let me briefly summarize what the Court has heard regarding the 
complaints and questions.  The Council Chair approached University Counsel in June 
about the process for getting an advisory opinion on the bylaws to be produced by the 
Ad Hoc Bylaws Committee and GPSA Council.  At that time, Melanie Baise, UNM 
attorney, stated that she would not consider any documents that were not the finalized 
version of the bylaws as approved by Council.  The 2009 bylaws require that Council 
get a ruling prior to taking action on bylaws amendments; the 2011 bylaws (passed on 
September 24th by more than 2/3 of Council) require only that an advisory opinion be 
sought after the bylaws have been adopted; the new Constitution, in effect as of 
September 24th, makes no requirements on getting an opinion to act on bylaws.  So one 
question is what standard is Council being held to: 1) a standard that was annulled prior 
to the vote on adopting the bylaws, 2) a standard that was put in place by that vote (the 
adoption of the bylaws), 3) a standard that was clearly and indisputably in effect but 
which is silent on this issue, or 4) a University policy that conflicts with and thus trumps 
our former organizational policy.  One important issue the Court will need to decide is by 
what standard they are determining the legality of Council’s action. 
 
 Furthermore, the 2009 bylaws which have this requirement were themselves 
adopted and amended without following this requirement.  If the Court were to rule that 
this standard is the one by which Council is to be judged, it would reopen the statute of 
limitations because it would reinterpret GPSA members’ understanding of this 
procedure and requirement.  Complaints about the Grants Code, which was revised last 
spring and utilized this summer and fall, could be brought forward to enforce a 
consistency on the adoption of bylaws amendments.  This is just one example.  The 
Court will need to also consider the impact of a decision to use the 2009 bylaws despite 
this self-contradiction. 
 
 Also, even though it is Council’s opinion that there were no bylaws in place when 
the new bylaws were approved in September, and that these 2011 bylaws included 
language regarding the approval and implementation of new bylaws, the Council Chair 
did attempt the process required by the 2009 bylaws for the sake of appearances, to 
remain above suspicion of wrong-doing.  The Council Chair had been informed by 
University Counsel that no document would be reviewed that was not the finalized 
document approved by GPSA Council.  GPSA law cannot bind external entities; if 
University Counsel refuses to provide an opinion, GPSA law cannot hold them to any 
standard or require anything of them.  In other words, if GPSA law requires action by an 
external entity, it cannot enforce that requirement.  So even if the 2009 bylaws are used 
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as the standard for making a ruling, which it is our contention that this would be the 
wrong standard to use, the particular clause providing the primary basis for this 
complaint is not a binding one, nor could it be. 
 
 The Plaintiff has also focused on the transparency of the process.  Council 
presented the bylaws in August, providing a month viewing period for GPSA members 
to provide feedback to their Representatives.  The bylaws were included in the Council 
Binder that is forwarded on the GPSA listserv in compliance with Transparency and 
Public Notice Requirements.  The bylaws were discussed in an open meeting, in which 
no one was excluded from witnessing the procession and no Representative was 
excluded from participation.  The announcement of University Counsel’s refusal to 
provide an opinion on any document that was not the finalized bylaws approved by 
Council occurred in this open meeting, and this announcement was alluded to by one 
Representative and made explicit by the Council Chair.  Witness testimony reflects that 
such an announcement was made.  Only one witness claimed to have opened and read 
the documents on the flash drives provided to Representatives, but most every witness 
claimed that University Counsel’s opinion was presented verbally at this open meeting.  
Thus, no violation of our public notice requirements occurred during the course of 
adopting these bylaws. 
 
 I believe it is important for the Court to decide also if the Plaintiff is eligible to 
bring this complaint.  Testimony stated that the Plaintiff was aware of both the 
discussion with Melanie Baise in June (also demonstrated by the e-mail evidence 
submitted to the Court) and the intent to annul the old bylaws in September’s meeting.  
The Plaintiff also assisted in preparing amendments to the bylaws for Council 
Representatives to introduce at this meeting (the Finance Code and language about 
adopting bylaws amendments in the future).  The Plaintiff has not objected to the 
insertion of language about adopting bylaws amendments in the future, which indicates 
that this complaint is politically motivated, directed at one particular alteration that 
occurred in the proper deliberation of Council.  The Court has already ruled that this 
conflict of interest insertion cannot be the basis of a charge against Council, and that 
only an advisory opinion may be given on the consistency of that language with the rest 
of the bylaws.  The Plaintiff was also responsible for introducing the Grants Code 
bylaws in the spring, which followed this same process, indicating again that President 
Richardson was under the same understanding of the bylaws amendment process as 
Council, and only after language that dissatisfied her passed was an attempt made to 
find ways to overturn the bylaws.  If the Plaintiff had also raised a complaint against the 
insertion of bylaws amendment language, which was also inserted without prior public 
notice in the September Council meeting, this complaint would seem less frivolous and 
politically motivated.  I’m not saying that the Plaintiff is disingenuous when claiming that 
the desire is to see a smoothly functioning GPSA—I believe that President Richardson 
believes this complaint truly serves the organization.  What the Court must also decide, 
however, is whether or not this complaint is coming from someone eligible to raise it and 
whether or not the statute of limitations has run out due to the Plaintiff’s awareness and 
utilization of these processes in the past. 
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One argument the Plaintiff has tried to make is that amendments must be 
presented at one Council meeting prior to action being taken.  In the August Council 
meeting, the new bylaws proposal was presented.  This fulfilled the purpose of 
generating discussion, review, and intent to modify during deliberation.  GPSA members 
were notified in all the proper channels that this important vote was forthcoming, and in 
the August Council meeting, the Council Chair also announced to Representatives that 
the September meeting would be lengthy and extremely important.  Many 
Representatives took this advisement seriously, and with input from their constituents, 
prepared for deliberation and action by Council.  It is important to distinguish between 
amendments proper (changes to the bylaws or constitution) and “amendments” as the 
parliamentary term used to motion language changes during deliberation.  The 2009 
bylaws, 2011 bylaws, and 2011 Constitution all reference amendments proper, and 
presentation of a bylaws amendment or replacement at one Council meeting prepares 
an agenda action item for the next Council meeting.  All language substitutions and 
proposals that occurred in that deliberation, even the written language provided in 
advance by certain representatives as a courtesy (again, including by a Representative 
submitting the Executive’s Finance Code), are parliamentary amendments and are not 
governed by any of these ruling documents.  Once an item is on the table at Council, 
the deliberative body of Representatives may take any course of action on that agenda 
item.  This includes altering language, making substitutions, inserting or deleting 
language, adopting or rejecting the bylaws, etc.  Such activities are not “amendments” 
in the sense governed by the ruling documents.  This part of the Complaint should be 
clearly dismissed as an equivocation of terms, and I hope the Court will recognize the 
confusion that has occurred on this point. 
 
I would like to clarify one statement I made in the Opening Statement.  The 
acting Chief Justice asked me if I thought the 2009 bylaws were in effect when the 
bylaws were voted on in Council in September.  In that moment, I misunderstood the 
question and answered “yes.”  For clarification, the 2009 bylaws were in effect when 
September 24th started.  However, Council annulled all previous bylaws and 
Constitutions prior to taking a vote to approve the new bylaws.  Furthermore, a 
procedure for implementing bylaws amendments was included in the new bylaws.  
During discussion, it was clear that Representatives were debating this process with the 
understanding that this language would impact the adoption of these bylaws.  So when 
the vote actually occurred, I believe that either the new bylaws included the process by 
which they were to be implemented or that the Constitution, which is mute on this point, 
was the only governing document in force.  In both instances, adoption of the bylaws 
was in accordance with GPSA law.  I do not believe that the 2009 bylaws were in force 
or restricted in any binding way the adoption of the 2011 bylaws.  The Court will have to 
decide, as mentioned earlier, which document is the standard to be applied to this 
issue, but I believe it is not the 2009 bylaws. 
 
In summation, I would ask the Court to please consider the following questions: 
-What is the ruling document by which this case will be decided? 
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-Is this Plaintiff eligible to raise the Complaint, considering her previous 
knowledge of these processes and the statute of limitations? 
-Can the 2009 bylaws bind GPSA Council with a requirement in contradiction 
with University policy? 
-Does testimony and evidence demonstrate that the Council Chair attempted to 
follow the 2009 bylaws requirements? 
-Does testimony and evidence demonstrate that all activities happened in 
accordance with transparency requirements, and that activity on the bylaws proposal 
occurred in a properly publicized open meeting? 
-Does testimony and evidence demonstrate that the complaint regarding voting 
on non-presented amendments relies on an equivocation and misapplication of the law? 
-Does the act of annulment by Council prior to the adoption of the new bylaws 
invalidate the requirements being used to raise this complaint? 
-What would be the consequences to the legitimacy of all GPSA governing 
documents, such as the Grants Code, GPSA Constitution, and the very requirement to 
seek an advisory opinion from University Counsel, should the Court rule in favor of the 
Plaintiff? 
And to conclude with the same sentiments raised by President Richardson: 
-What decision will help clarify the status of GPSA’s governing documents and 
provide for a smoothly functioning and fully operative student government? 
 
Thank you, Justices, for your time and fair consideration of these questions. 
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Next Regular Council Meeting 
Saturday, November 19 
9:00am – Noon 
HSC Domenici West #2112 
 
GPSA Council's Legislative Steering Committee  
Re: December 3rd Council  
Monday, November 14, at 6:30 p.m.  
SUB Santa Ana B room 
 
If you would like to submit an agenda item (e.g., resolution, amendment, discussion item), 
please visit the GPSA website (www.unm.edu/~gpsa) and complete the appropriate form on 
the Steering Committee page. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact the LSC 
Chair, Corbin Casarez, at legsteer@unm.edu 
 
Interest Items 
University of New Mexico Honors its Veterans 
 
UNM  Student  Veterans  Association  will  hold  a  Veteran  Awareness/Appreciation  Fair  with 
participation by many organizations.   This event will be  in  the Student Union Ballroom  from 
10:00 am to 2:00 pm.   The UNM Staff Council will have a table at the fair to collect candy for 
Operation  Gratitude,  an  organization  which  ships  care  packages  addressed  to  individually 
named U.S. Service Members deployed  in hostile regions, to their children  left behind, and to 
Wounded Warriors recuperating in Transition Units 
 
To learn more about the UNM Veterans Resource Center, go to http://vrc.unm.edu.  
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